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The freedom that there is in history consists in the fact that
this compulsion is imposed upon the activity of human reason
not by anything else, but by itself. The situation, its master,
oracle, and god, is a situation it has itself created. And when
I say this I do not mean that the situation in which one man
finds himself exists only because other men have created it by
a rational activity not different in kind from that by which their
successor finds himself to be in it and acts in it according to his
lights; and that, because human reason is always human reason,
whatever may be the name of the human being in whom it
works, the historian can ignore these personal distinctions and
say that human reason has created the situation in which it
finds itself. I mean something rather different from that. All
history is the history of thought; and when an historian says
that a man is in a certain situation this is the same as saying
that he thinks he is in this situation. The hard facts of the
situation, which it is so important for him to face, are the hard
fa^ts of the way in which he conceives the situation.

If the reason why it is hard for a man to cross the mountains
is because he is frightened of the devils in them, it is folly for
the historian, preaching at him across a gulf of centuries, to say
'This is sheer superstition. There are no devils at all. Face
facts, and realize that there are no dangers in the mountains
except rocks and water and snow, wolves perhaps, and bad men
perhaps, but no devils,' The historian says that these are the
facts because that is the way in which he has been taught to
think. But the devil-fearer says that the presence of devils is
a fact, because that is the way in which he has been taught to
think. The historian thinks it a wrong way; but wrong ways
of thinking are just as much historical facts as right ones, and,
no less than they, determine the situation (always a thought-
situation) in which the man who shares them is placed. The
hardness of the fact consists in the man's inability to think of
his situation otherwise. The compulsion which the devil-haunted
mountains exercise on the man who would cross them consists
in the fact that he cannot help believing in the devils. Sheer
superstition, no doubt: but this superstition is a fact, and the
crucial fact in the situation we are considering. The man who
suffers from it when he tries to cross the mountaiiisis not suffer-
ing merely for the sins of his fathers who taught him to believe